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From the Pastor

“Whether you are joining us in
person or online..”

These are words that | have become
all too familiar with, now as much

a part of church as the hymns, the
prayers, and the sermon. Words
that would have been unheard of
(literally) just a few short years

ago, at least in most churches.
Undoubtedly, the pandemic forced
us all to pivot to digital forms of
ministry, including livestreamed and
recorded worship. What was — and
still is — a steep learning curve with
unpredictable, technological hurdles
is also in many ways a gift, enabling
those who are unable to be present
in person — whether by distance,
iliness, or other physical limitations
- to participate in worship.

And yet, as | lamented to a group
of colleagues recently, | miss the
simple, innocent days of “analog
church.” | miss not having to worry
about whether the camera will
freeze, or the Internet will fail, or
some other ungodly technological
hurdle will befall us. (If you
worshipped online on Palm Sunday
or the Third Sunday of Easter, you
know what I'm talking about.)

Which leads me to an observation:
There is no substitute for in person
worship. To be clear, our livestream
isn't going anywhere anytime soon -
as much as there are days when I'd
like to throw the whole AV desk into
the middle of Sand Creek Road at
rush hour.

Soon, the choir's season will end,
and summer vacations and camps
will commence. In the midst of the
inevitable slump of summer church,
| want to invite you to church. In
person worship.

Experience the embodied liturgy
and practicing your faith in
community. Hear the hymns. Smell
the incense. Taste the sweetness
of the Eucharist. Feel the cool
touch of water in the font. See the
worshipping assembly — friends,
family, visitors — around you.

The livestream will be there (most of
the time) when you need it, but join
us in person if you can for “analog
church.” Our summer season

kicks off with our first ALT: Sunday
Together on June 22, right here at
St. John's (see page 4 for details).
You don't want to miss it!

In Easter joy,
Pastor Josh +

all church has to o
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LATEST COMMUNITY NEWS

Important Congregation Staffing Updates:
We Thank Maggie Anderson & Shea Stannard

“For everything there is a season,’
the writer of Ecclesiastes famously
reminds us, and as shared in a
recent email announcement, we
acknowledge the conclusion of a
particular season in the life of our
congregation. Effective June 30,
Maggie Anderson will conclude
her service as Community Care
Coordinator (formerly Parish
Secretary) as a part of the ministry
team of St. John's.

This decision is not one made lightly,
but comes after much reflection
and deliberation among our council
leaders. We recognize the ways
congregational life has changed
and is changing, and with it also
the shifting needs and realities

of congregational leadership and
staffing. This was made evident

by the transition last year from
Parish Secretary to Community
Care Coordinator, and now we are
recognizing yet another shift.

At the same time, we also give
thanks for and celebrate Maggie’s
many contributions to the life of our
congregation and for her unwavering
commitment to the ministry and
people of St. John's. Having seen this
congregation through the move from
our historic building to the chapel
campus, as well as providing crucial
administrative coverage during a
pastoral transition, there is no doubt
that Maggie’s presence has proven
indispensable in this season.

Looking ahead, Maggie will continue
to fully function as Community

Care Coordinator through June 30,
and we will plan to give thanks for
her ministry and formally mark its
conclusion in worship on Sunday,
June 29, followed by a festive coffee
hour reception in her honor. Beyond
that, Maggie will of course continue
to remain a valued and active
member of our church community.

Secondly, also effective at the end
of June, we will say farewell to
Shea Stannard, our Worship AV
Tech nearly every Sunday for the
past two years, as he looks ahead
to his freshman year at Quinnipiac
University in Hamden, Connecticut.
Originally contracted to help with
our website, Shea’s position shifted
in summer 2023 to running our
livestream worship, enabling those
who cannot be present with us in
person to worship with us online.

For Shea’s faithful behind-the-
scenes ministry these last two
years, we give thanks. Going
forward, we will not seek to hire a
new paid staff person to replace
Shea, but instead will use existing
worship volunteers to operate our
weekly livestream. We will also take
time to recognize and bless our high
school graduates, Shea included, in
worship on June 15.

If you have any questions, please
reach out to Congregation President
Lindsay Stannard or Pr. Josh Evans.
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Building Renovation ~
By Karen Bielinski

Phase | of our building renovation
project has formally begun! St.
John's has engaged the services
of Studio Seven Architects of
Albany. John Van Oort, principal
architect, has completed the
design for the new garage. A new
garage will be constructed in the
rear of the cemetery to house
cemetery equipment, which will
also include a small office (and
bathroom) for our Cemetery
Superintendent to meet with lot
purchasers and family members
planning for burials.

Unfortunately, in preliminary
discussions with the Town of
Colonie, it appears we may need a
variance to build the garage, which
is not a permitted use at this time.
As of newsletter printing (May 30),
a Zoning Verification has been
submitted to the Town Building
Department, the first step in the
often arduous process to secure

a Building Permit. The zoning
variance may slow the process up
a bit, as a public hearing may be
required, but we hope to secure
the building permit and start
construction this summer.

When garage construction has
begun, John Van Oort will have
commenced/completed the plan
to renovate the current garages
once they're empty and we'll begin
the process again to secure a
building permit for the renovation
itself. We anticipate that process
will move forward quicker.

They say
patience is
avirtue -
don't lose
hope! We're
working hard
to complete our fellowship space
and update our worship area as
quickly as we can.




Vigil of Pentecost:
Saturday, June 7

Please join us for the Vigil of
Pentecost on Saturday, June 7,
from 5:00-6:00 pm. (Please Note:
There will be NO worship service
at St. John’s on Sunday, June 8.)
Fifty days after Easter, the church
celebrates the Feast of Pentecost.
At this liturgy, we gather in vigilant
prayer as the disciples did in the
days preceding Pentecost. Our
world waits for an end to war

and violence. The whole creation
waits for an end to suffering.

With undying hope we pray for

the crowning gift of Easter — the
Spirit of the risen Christ among us.
After the liturgy, stick around for a
special potluck reception! Please
sign up HERE for items to bring.

Order Your Plants for
Pentecost June 1-7

For the Vigil of Pentecost on
Saturday, June 7, we will decorate
the altar with red geraniums, which
will be planted at the Chapel. You
are invited to bring red geraniums
to the chapel from June 1-7 or
make a monetary contribution
toward the purchase of plants. To
donate online, click HERE. Don't

forget to wear red or other fiery
colors on June 7!

WORSHIP
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Join Us to Celebrate Capital Pride: Sunday, June 8
(No Worship Service at St. John’s This Day)

Celebrate Pride with St. John's on Sunday, June 8, from 10 am-5 pm!
Alongside other welcoming and affirming Lutherans of the Capital Region,
we will march in the Capital Pride Parade (beginning at 11:30 am).
Following the parade, we will share a table together at the Capital Pride
Festival from 12:00-5:00 pm. Rooted in our gospel-centered mission to
love all God’s people, this is an excellent opportunity for outreach and
public witness and to demonstrate our welcome and affirmation of our
LGBTQIA+ neighbors. NOTE: There will be no Sunday morning worship at
St. John's this day. Instead, you are invited to participate in the Interfaith
Blessing, hosted by the Pride Center of the Capital Region, in Washington
Park (Sprague St. entrance) at 10:00 am. Want to get involved in this
special celebration? SIGN UP HERE or contact Pastor Josh Evans.
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Special Celebrations:
Sunday, June 15

During worship service on Sunday,
June 15, we will celebrate so many
special events together! We will:

+ Celebrate Holy Trinity Sunday

+ Give thanks for our Saint John's
Collegium choir as we bid them
farewell for their summer break

* Recognize our graduates
+ Honor fathers and father figures

Come, worship and celebrate with
us this festival day! (Plus, rumor
has it there's going to be cake ...
which is always another reason to
celebrate!)

Relive the Music of
Maundy Thursday!

On Maundy Thursday at 7 pm, our
Liturgy featured the laying on of
hands, foot washing, stripping of
the altar, and special music sung
by Saint John's Collegium. If you
missed this special musical piece
(setting by Dan Foster) or simply
want to relive the magic, be sure
to experience “A Hymne to God

the Father,” currently available on
YouTube. We give thanks for the
gifts of Saint John’s Collegium,
pictured below at our Easter
Sunday service. We are blessed
by their time and their talents and
wish them a wonderful summer!



https://app.volunteerschedulerpro.com/schedules/8970951617
mailto:pastorjosh%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Capital%20Pride
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekVNtqkS6Ug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekVNtqkS6Ug
https://app.volunteerschedulerpro.com/schedules/4763480672
https://stjohnsalbany.churchcenter.com/giving/to/flower-contributions

WORSHIP & FAITH FORMATION

Book Discussion Meets
on June 2 @ 7:00 pm

The last night of discussion of
Bishop Budde'’s book, How We
Learn to Be Brave, will be held on
Monday, June 2 at 7:00 pm. We
will focus on Chapters 4, 5, 6 and
the Epilogue. No matter how much
(or how little) you have read, you
are welcome to be a part of it! Join
us via Zoom at stjohnsalbany.org/
zoom as we close the chapter (so
to speak) on Bishop Budde’s book.
We will end with compline (night
prayer) around 8:15 pm.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Decisive Moments in Life and Faith

Next Faith on Tap on
June 4 @ 6:30 pm

LCHS & St. John's invite you to join
us for good conversations about
faith and life, as well as delicious
local brews. This month's Faith on
Tap will be on Wednesday, June 4,
at 6:30 pm at Warbler Brewery
(155 Delaware Ave., Delmar). BYO
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NEW! Join us for ALT: Sundays Together!
First One to Be Held on June 22 at St. John’s

What a joy it was to worship
together this Lent and Easter! Each
week in Lent, we gathered from all

four of our congregations for supper

and evening prayer, sharing the
Christian life with each other across
congregations. On Holy Saturday,
for the second year in a row, all four
of our congregations came together
for the Great Vigil of Easter. We
sang together. We prayed together.
We experienced the profundity of
heavy rain arriving in the middle of
Karen Lapierre reading the prophet
Isaiah’s words about God bringing
water to the thirsty. We toasted the
risen Christ together.

To keep this energy and
collaboration going and not wait
until Advent to worship together
again, we're trying an experiment
this year: four Sundays, between
now and next March, on which

all four congregations worship
together on Sunday morning. These
will be normal Sundays, avoiding
high festivals, Advent, and Lent.
We're not juggling times and
scheduling worship leaders from

all the churches. The plan is simply
this: about once a quarter, all four
congregations will worship together
at one congregation’s location and
time, and in that congregation’s
normal way of worshiping

The first ALT: Sundays Together is
June 22, when we'll all gather at St.
John's for worship at 9:30 am. First,
Good Shepherd, and Holy Spirit
won't have worship at their building
that day, and all the pastors will be
at St. John’s, with everyone else.

Mark your calendars now and plan
to join us for our future dates:
+ September 21 at Good Shepherd
+ January 4 at Holy Spirit
+ March 1 at First Lutheran

Stay tuned for further invitations
and reminders to come.

We have such great worship
together, let's keep that going on
Sundays Together and keep growing
and walking in faith as Albany
Lutherans Together!

A e
Sundays Together

First + Good Shepherd + Holy Spirit + St. John's
Four Congregations

One Sunday Service
Four Times A Year

Living Lutheran is Back!

Deadline to Sign Up is Extended to June 30

Please Note: A minimum of 10
subscribers are needed for a
congregation plan at a cost of $17
per year per subscriber. If we have
at least 10 folks who are interested,
we'll sign up and let you know. If not,
you can always subscribe yourself
for $19.95 per year, or access

the content for free anytime at
livinglutheran.org.

dinner from a local restaurant Although it never really went
(there are three in that Strip ma”) away (it's always been available
< - Y online), Living Lutheran (formerly
Join us for Faith on Tap: The Lutheran), our denomination’s
Wednesday, June 4 quarterly magazine, is now back in
6:30 pm print. We are gauging interest in a
congregation subscription. If you
are interested in receiving the print
edition, please contact the office by
JUNE 30 and let us know.



mailto:office%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Living%20Lutheran
https://www.livinglutheran.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/6870739105
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/6870739105

To Keep In Prayer

For whom or what shall we pray?

+ Family and friends of Jean
Kaercher, who died on April 20

+ Family and friends of Ruth Klee,
who died on April 14

+ Diane Mead

Diane Conley

+ Sarah (wife of Bob Curtis)

Bill Shuster

+ Dianne Guarneri

Levi (grandson of

Dianne Guarneri)

+ Freddy Boyzer

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Heartfelt Thanks!

Special thanks this month to ...

+ Everyone who donated to our
ALT Lent offering appeal for
Global Refuge.

A Special Note of
Thanks from Teri Rogers:

“Thank you to everyone that
sent out good well wishes and
prayers during my surgery

and recovery. | appreciate your
thoughtfulness.”

SUMMER COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED! Want to be an important
part of the fellowship we enjoy following our worship services? Please

sign up to bring treats to share, make coffee, and help with set-up or
clean-up following the 9:30 am liturgy every Sunday. Use our NEW
Summer Coffee Hour Sign Up! All the details you need are there.
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Can We Text You?

To improve our communications,
including weather-related
closings or other urgent
announcements, we're adding
text messaging to our line-up, in
addition to email, web, and social
media. Please fill out the Consent
to Text Form by clicking HERE

to consent to receive occasional
text messages from us. You can
unsubscribe at any time. Note
that these text messages will
come from a different number

- 866-788-1980 — and are one-
way only (except for giving;
please see the article below). To
communicate with the office by
text, use the main church number
— 518-465-7545 — or use 518-
250-9098 to reach Pastor Josh.

Community Yard (and Bake) Sale on June 21

Friends, family, and neighbors
are invited to participate in our
Community Yard (and Bake) Sale
on Saturday, June 21, from 10:00
am- 2:00 pm at St. John's!

Thinking about some spring
cleaning? Donate your gently
used housewares (and pretty
much anything else you have
lying around the house in good,
sellable condition) for resale to
our community! Donations may
be dropped off between 12:00-
3:00 pm on Thursday, June 19,
and Friday, June 20. (Please do
not leave donations at the chapel
outside of these times without prior
arrangements with the office.)

Love a good bargain? Come on
down and hunt for some one-of-a-
kind treasures! And pick up a tasty
treat or two at our bake sale while
you're here! All proceeds to be split
between ELCA World Hunger and
financial assistance for medical
bills for the spouse of our long-time
cemetery caretaker.

VOLUNTEERS are needed! Please
sign up using these links:

+ Bake Sale Bakers — Drop off your
baked goods on Saturday morning
between 9:00-10:00 am.

+ Pre-Sale Volunteers — Help
receive, sort, and price donations on
Thursday & Friday before the sale.

+ Sale Day Volunteers — Help set-up,
take-down, or staff the sale.

+ Tables and pop-up tents are also
needed! Got one to spare? We
promise we'll give it back. :)

Feel free to share our Calendar
Events page or our Facebook event
page! Contact Karen Bielinski or
Lindsay Stannard with questions.

4 COMMUNITY 3

YARD SALE

SATURDAY, JUNE 21*10 AM-2PM

St. John’s Lutheran Church
303 Sand Creek Road, Albany, NY

Changes to Text2Give

Speaking of texting, changes are
coming to our giving platform.
Effective June 2, in order to
comply with new telecom
industry regulations, if you give
by text, you will now text us at
866-788-1980 (instead of the

old shortcode 84321). Simply
text “GIVE $[amount]” (e.g. “GIVE
$50”) to 866-788-1980 to continue
(or start) giving in this way.
Online giving via stjohnsalbany.
churchcenter.com/ remains the

same. If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Josh.



https://app.volunteerschedulerpro.com/schedules/6933090973
https://app.volunteerschedulerpro.com/schedules/0990607855
https://app.volunteerschedulerpro.com/schedules/0089474760
https://stjohnsalbany.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/188528117
https://stjohnsalbany.churchcenter.com/calendar/event/188528117
https://www.facebook.com/events/2720136441517370/
mailto:kbielins%40nycap.rr.com?subject=Community%20Yard%20%26%20Bake%20Sale
mailto:lindsaymstannard%40gmail.com?subject=Community%20Yard%20%26%20Bake%20Sale
https://stjohnsalbany.churchcenter.com/people/forms/945149
https://stjohnsalbany.churchcenter.com/home
https://stjohnsalbany.churchcenter.com/home
mailto:pastorjosh%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Text2Give
https://app.volunteerschedulerpro.com/schedules/9855308447

June: Donate Sugar for
Bread of Life Pantry

The Bread of Life Food Pantry at
the Evangelical Lutheran Church

of Poestenkill (one of Pastor Kate
Drefke’s churches), has begun a
new donation initiative. Please read
Pastor Kate's letter below, and join
us in supporting them!

Letter from Pastor Kate Drefke:
As the current economy and
today’s rising prices affect
everyone in our community, the
Bread of Life Food Pantry has had
to make some changes to what
we offer our guests. Unfortunately,
we have removed non-food items
(such as paper products, personal
hygiene, laundry, dish soap, etc.)
from our shelves. We are optimistic
about returning those items in the
future as things improve.

To help keep our shelves full and
offer necessary items for those

in our community who need help
and have come to rely on our
services, we are starting a new
donation initiative. Each month,
we will highlight a requested item
for donation. If you would like to
participate, please bring donations
to service on Sundays or drop them
off at the side entrance of church
at any time. Below is a list of what
we are looking for in the months
to follow. Of course, we continue
to accept any food or monetary
donations offered and thank you
in advance for your kindness.
Questions? Please contact me at
drefkekate@gmail.com.

June: Sugar

July: Soups

August: Spaghetti Sauce
September: Mac & Cheese

You can take items to Lutheran
Church of Poestenkill at 772 NY
Route 351, or drop them off at

St. John's and either Tracy Baldwin
or Pastor Josh will deliver them.

OUR COMMUNITY WORKS
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ELCA World Hunger: Synod Assembly Offering
Appeal in May & June: “Feed Refugee Families”

Thank you for your generous giving to Global Refuge during our ALT Lent
appeal! In May and June, we are supporting the Upstate New York Synod
Hunger Team's “Feed Refugee Families” appeal for ELCA World Hunger.
Give online (choose “ELCA World Hunger”), in person on Sundays, or by
mail to the office (303 Sand Creek Road, Albany, NY 12205). Checks should
be payable to St. John's Lutheran Church with “World Hunger” noted on the
memo line. Thank you for your generosity in supporting this vital ministry
of our church to provide sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of
hunger and poverty in our communities and around the world.

/

- Feed Refugee
Families j

Crop Walk Thank You ~ From Karen Bielinski

THANK YOU to all our members and friends for your incredible gifts to
the 2025 annual CROP Walk appeal! Your kindness and generosity shine
through in your donations and allow St. John's to help make a difference in
the fight against hunger. Special thanks to our record setting fundraisers
and “rain-walkers,” Makayla and Madelynn Savage (pictured below), who
raised almost $500 by canvassing their neighborhood. Together with the
generous donations of our members and friends, we raised $1,010 for this
year's CROP Walk Campaign, far exceeding our fundraising goal. | am so
proud of Makayla and Madelynn, and of all of us, for being a beacon of
hope in our community ... and the world!

This year's walk was held on Sunday, May 4, but fundraising for the CROP
Walk continues through JUNE 1, so it's not too late to make a donation if
you haven't already. Checks may be made payable to CWS CROP. As of the
middle of May, the Albany CROP Walk has raised approximately $85,000.
Again, thank you one and all!

NCENT DE PAUL PARISH
S ALL A P.E\w(‘m'. :



https://stjohnsalbany.churchcenter.com/giving/to/elca-world-hunger
mailto:drefkekate%40gmail.com?subject=Bread%20of%20Life%20Food%20Pantry

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Enjoy Our New
Courtyard Furniture!

Just in time for spring and
summer, we now have some
brand-new outdoor furniture in

our courtyard area! Perfect for
gathering in the warm sunshine for
coffee hour... or when Pastor Josh
decides to work al fresco. If you're
around the area during the week,
feel free to use the space to gather
with church friends or neighbors
for a small picnic or casual get-
together — this is your church, after
all' We're also looking forward to
future plans to beautify our cozy
courtyard space — stay tuned!

Pastor Josh Had Great
Continuing Ed at Valpo

Question: “What do worship
leaders/musicians/pastors/
deacons do when not at church?”
Answer: “Attend nerdy
conferences on worship and
liturgy, obviously.” From April 28
to May 1, Pastor Josh attended
Valparaiso University in Indiana
for the Institute of Liturgical
Studies, along with about 250
others, to worship and learn
together under the theme “Rites
of Passage: Engaging Occasional
Practioners in a Secular Age.” It
was a great opportunity for him!

Your Daily Devotions

You can pick up the May-June
edition of The Upper Room at
church or read it online. Want
us to mail you a copy? Please
contact the office and let us know.

MAY-JUNE 2025

TMPPER ROOM

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

L&

N.O. ... M.O.R.E. ... P.O.

St. John’s is moving! (Not really,
but kind of... and it got your
attention, didn't it?!) Effective
immediately, please direct all
mailed correspondence to the
church to: 303 Sand Creek Road,
Albany, NY 12205. Our P.O. Box
is no longer active, though mail
will be forwarded for up to one
year. If you give by mail or bill pay
through your bank, or regularly
send us other snail mail, please
update our address. Thank you!

L
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UNITED STATES '
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Lutheran Night at the
ValleyCats on July 6

Join with your fellow Lutherans
of the Capital Region as the
Tri-City ValleyCats take on the
New Jersey Jackals on Sunday,
July 6, from 5:00-8:00 pm! We
have a block of group seating
reserved, and individual tickets
(811) can be purchased through
the ValleyCats group ticket portal
by clicking HERE. The password

is sjlc (lowercase, no spaces).
Questions? Contact Pastor Josh.

@ o4 Lutheran Night
E%E@E at the ValleyCats
A/ 2 Sunday, July 6 at 5pm
o 4

Happy Birthday!

June 5 Thomas Schaffer
June 8 Dawn Agnew
June 22 Silas Centanni
June 25 Janet Hutson
June 25 Karen Seiz

“As a graduate of the Zsa

Zsa Gabor School of Creative
mathematics, | honestly do not
know how old | am.”

~ Erma Bombeck

If you prefer not to have your birthday
in The Eagle, please contact Pr. Josh.

AL L



https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
mailto:office%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Daily%20Devotions
mailto:pastorjosh%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Birthday%20in%20The%20Eagle
https://tv1.glitnirticketing.com/tvticket/web/logingroup1.php
mailto:pastorjosh%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Lutheran%20Night%20at%20the%20ValleyCats

Congrats to Our Grad
Maura Lander

Congratulations
| to Maura Lander,
who will be
graduating from
Averill Park High
School in June.
In the fall, Maura
will be attending the Ithaca College
School of Music, Theatre and
Dance where she will study for a
degree in Music Education. Maura
and her family would like to thank
everyone at St. John'’s for being

so welcoming and supportive as
she completed her apprenticeship
with the St. John’s Collegium. She
learned so much about reading
music, singing challenging
material and gained invaluable
experience singing alongside

the talented professionals in St.
John's Collegium. A very special
thank you to Dan Foster for his
unwavering support, guidance, and
encouragement, and for always
challenging Maura and helping her
gain confidence in her abilities.
Maura will miss everyone at St.
John's and hopes to be able to
come back and sing with everyone
in the future.

CELEBRATING OUR MEMBERS!

Congrats to Our Grad
Shea Stannard

Congratulations
to Shea

@l Stannard who
is graduating
from Ravena
Coeymans
Selkirk High
School in June with an advanced
regents diploma, with an
advanced business certificate.
He was also inducted into the
National Technical Honor Society.
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Jackie Campbell in
Walk for Hospice

Jackie Campbell will be Walking
for Hospice on Saturday, June 14,
at Siena College. To make a
donation, please see Jackie during
coffee hour on Sunday, June 1.
She will be accepting pledges at
that time. To learn more about
Walk for Hospice, click HERE.

“Do your little bit of good where
you are, it's those little bits of
good put together that overwhelm
the world.” ~ Desmond Tutu

In the fall he will attend Quinnipiac
University in Hamden, Connecticut.
He will be studying Biomedical

Sciences on a pre-med track. Shea

(‘1_\' AR,

would like to thank to St. John's
for the love, care and support he
has received over the years.

‘NWALK

SHOSPICE '25

ﬁ'_a"t we are i_siGod's gift to us

‘What we

honor? Let us know

by Thursday, June 19, so we can feature them! Email Pastor Josh.

CALENDAR ~ JUNE 2025

Sunday, June 1
9:30 am: WORSHIP
10:30 am: Coffee Hour

Monday, June 2

7:00 pm: Book Discussion via Zoom:

How We Learn to Be Brave
(Final Gathering)

Wednesday, June 4
6:30 pm: Faith on Tap at Warbler
Brewery in Delmar

Thursday, June 5
7:00 pm: Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, June 7
5:00 pm: VIGIL OF PENTECOST
AT ST. JOHN'S

Sunday, June 8 ~ Pentecost Sunday
NO WORSHIP AT ST. JOHN'S TODAY

Capital Pride at Washington Park:
10:00 am: Interfaith Blessing

11:30 am: Capital Pride Parade

12:00 pm: Capital Pride Festival

Thursday, June 12
7:00 pm: Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, June 15 ~ Father’s Day

9:30 am: TRINITY SUNDAY WORSHIP

with Choir Appreciation
& Graduate Recognition
10:30 am: Coffee Hour

Friday, June 20
Deadline: Newsletter submissions

Saturday, June 21
10:00 am: Community Yard (& Bake)
Sale at St. John's

Sunday, June 22

9:30 am: WORSHIP AT ST. JOHN'S:
ALT: SUNDAYS TOGETHER

10:30 am: Coffee Hour

Tuesday, June 24
6:00 pm: Council Meeting (in person)

Sunday, June 29

9:30 am: WORSHIP

10:30 am: Special Coffee Hour in
Honor of Maggie Anderson



https://www.walk4hospice.org/
mailto:pastorjosh%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Graduate%20Honor

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Please Note These New Worship Volunteer Changes

We can’t make worship happen
without YOU! (Well, we technically
could, but it's really boring when only
the pastor talks.) Roles are available
for readers, intercessors, communion
assistants, sacristans (altar guild),
and livestream techs, as well as
assisting ministers for festival
liturgies. Newcomers, including
children, are always welcome, and
training can be provided.

As of the current schedule, we are
transitioning from Planning Center
Services to Ministry Scheduler Pro.
We hope this will be an easier to use
tool for our volunteers and better
suited to our specific needs at St.
John's.

To that end:

* NEW volunteers fill out a profile
HERE with your name, contact info,
and serving preferences. (Tip: Click
on each ministry/worship role for a
brief description of that role before
adding it to your preferences. You
can also check the box “I only want
to sub in this ministry” to avoid
being automatically scheduled in a
particular role(s).)

+ EXISTING volunteers log in HERE
to view your schedule, request

subs, sign up for open slots, and set
“can’t serve” dates. (Tip: You can
change your contact info and serving
preferences, including worship roles,
from the “My Profile” tab.)

View the current schedule through
June 15 HERE and June 22 through
August 31 HERE. (Also posted on
the bulletin board at church.) Please
submit any blockout dates for JULY
by Friday, JUNE 20.

Special shout-out and THANKS to
new volunteers Karissa Centanni and
Ashley Brown, and to Thaisa Beach
for expanding her volunteering to an
additional role! YOU could be next!

Please contact Pr. Josh with any
questions and thanks for your
flexibility as we work to make
worship happen!

WORSHIE

JUNE Worship Services: Sundays at 9:30 am (* or Saturday at 5:00 pm)

June 1 June 7 * June 15 June 22 (ALT) June 29
Reader | Lindsay Stannard | Karen Bielinski Lindsay Stannard Melissa Savage Karen Bielinski
Lindsay Stannard
Intercessor |  Ashley Brown Thaisa Beach Lindsay Stannard Karen Bielinski Thaisa Beach
Communion Asst. | Karen Bielinski | Lindsay Stannard Ashley Brown Paula Schwab | Lindsay Stannard
(Cup)
Communion Asst. | Emily Buckingham Gilda Fake Joy Pierle Lindsay Stannard Gilda Fake
(Tray)
Sacristan | Paula Schwab Linda Davis Gilda Fake Maggie Anderson Gilda Fake

Livestream Tech | Lindsay Stannard

Lindsay Stannard Shea Stannard

Shea Stannard Shea Stannard

NOTE: Pentecost Vigil will be held Saturday, June 7, at 5:00 pm. There is NO service at St. John's on Sunday, June 8.

NOTE: June 22 will be our first ALT: Sunday Together. (See page 4 for more information, then join us!)

JULY Worship Services: Sundays at 9:30 am

July 6 July 13 July 20 July 27
Reader| Thaisa Beach Karissa Centanni Thaisa Beach Lindsay Stannard
Intercessor | Karen Bielinski Ashley Brown Paula Schwab Paula Schwab
Communion Asst. Ashley Brown Karen Bielinski Lindsay Stannard Karen Bielinski
(Cup)
Communion Asst. | Lindsay Stannard | Paula Schwab Emily Buckingham Joy Pierle
(Tray)
Sacristan | Paula Schwab Linda Davis Maggie Anderson | Maggie Anderson
Livestream Tech |  Jerry Schwab Jerry Schwab Jerry Schwab Jerry Schwab



https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/enrollment/stjohnsalbany
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stjohnsalbany
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/master-calendar?liveWebPostId=839858
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/master-calendar?liveWebPostId=840340
mailto:pastorjosh%40stjohnsalbany.org?subject=Worship%20Volunteering

